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Commercial beekeeping practices in South Africa 

historically neglected sustainability, this as well as 

beehive theft and vandalism, contribute further to the 

stress experienced by the honeybees, threatening them 

further. 

However, nurturing 
honeybees , especially in arid 
conditions with abundant 
bee-friendly plants, offers 
hope for their survival 
resulting in biodiversity 
security, regeneration and 
consequent conservation.

.

Mike Allsopp, Senior Honeybee Researcher at Agricultural 

Research Council, warns of the threat to honeybees in South 

Africa, emphasizing the real danger to biodiversity and 

conservation despite media portrayals that only focus on the 

impact on agricultural pollination. Impoverished rural 

communities, reliant on damaging agricultural practices, face 

heightened vulnerability exacerbated by climate change and 

limited resilience, with 89.7% unemployment recorded in a 

survey of 2063 respondents across 60 villages. Drought and 

climate change worsen conditions, particularly in non -arable 

regions, imperilling food security and sustainable socio -

economic growth, that affects vulnerable populations 

disproportionately. Added to this, droughts devastate 

communities, leading to loss of livelihoods, declining water 

sources, and economic downturns.

The problem



Unsustainable honey hunting


